
 

Special Meeting Agenda 

City Council 

Rich Constantine - Mayor 

Yvonne Martinez Beltran - Mayor Pro Tem 

Larry Carr - Council Member 

John McKay - Council Member 

Rene Spring - Council Member 

 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 2:00 p.m. 
 

Virtual Meeting 

 
 

MEETING GUIDELINES 

In accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and guidance from the California Department of Public 

Health on gatherings, remote public participation is allowed. We will address the Order in the following 

ways:  

Members of the public may NOT physically attend meetings at the Morgan Hill City Council Chamber. 

The City Council Meeting will be live-streamed on Channel 17 and on the City’s website. Those members 
of the public wishing to participate remotely may do so via the electronic meeting at: 
<http://bit.ly/08262020SpecialCCMeeting> or by calling in to: (669) 900-9128, then enter the meeting id: 
825 6657 8032. 

 

Public comment for City Council meetings will be accepted via email to 
ccpubliccomment@morganhill.ca.gov <mailto:ccpubliccomment@morganhill.ca.gov>.  Members of the 
public participating in the electronic meeting wishing to speak may do so during public comment. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

A Special Meeting of the City Council is called at 2:00 p.m. for the purpose of conducting 
a city business. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Constantine 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

Deputy City Clerk Michelle Bigelow 
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DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

Per Government Code 54954.2 
Deputy City Clerk Michelle Bigelow 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the public are entitled to address the City Council concerning any item within the Morgan Hill 
City Council’s subject matter jurisdiction. Public comments are limited to no more than three minutes. 
Except for certain specific exceptions, the City Council is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. (See additional noticing at the end of this agenda) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. ADOPT RESOLUTION RATIFYING PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO 
SANTA CLARA UNIT (SCU) LIGHTNING COMPLEX FIRE 

Recommendation: 

Adopt resolution ratifying the August 20, 2020 emergency proclamation due to Santa Clara Unit 
(SCU) Lightning Complex Fire and evacuation warnings in the City of Morgan Hill. 

Estimated Time: 30 Minutes 

FUTURE COUNCIL INITIATED AGENDA ITEMS 

Note: in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a), there shall be no discussion, debate 
and/or action taken on any request other than providing direction to staff to place the matter of business 
on a future agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTICE 

Any documents produced by the City and distributed to the majority of the City Council less than 72 hours 
prior to an open meeting, will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Counter at City 
Hall located at 17575 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA, 95037 and at the Morgan Hill Public Library located 
at 660 West Main Avenue, Morgan Hill, California, 95037 during normal business hours. (Pursuant to 
Government Code 54957.5) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the City Council concerning any item that is 
described in the notice of this meeting, before or during consideration of that item. If you wish to address 
the Council on any issue that is on this agenda, please complete a speaker request card located in the 
foyer of the Council Chambers and deliver it to the Minutes Clerk prior to discussion of the item. You are 
not required to give your name on the speaker card in order to speak to the Council, but it is very helpful. 
When you are called, proceed to the podium and the Mayor will recognize you. If you wish to address the 
City Council on any other item of interest to the public, you may do so during the public comment portion 
of the meeting following the same procedure described above. Please limit your comments to three (3) 
minutes or less.  

Please submit written correspondence to the Minutes Clerk, who will distribute correspondence to the City 
Council.  

Persons interested in proposing an item for the City Council agenda should contact a member of the City 
Council who may plan an item on the agenda for a future City Council meeting. Should your comments 
require Council action, your request may be placed on the next appropriate agenda. Council discussion or 
action may not be taken until your item appears on an agenda. This procedure is in compliance with the 
California Public Meeting Law (Brown Act) Government Code §54950.  

City Council Policies and Procedures (CP 03-01) outlines the procedure for the conduct of public 
hearings. Notice is given, pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, that any challenge of Public 
Hearing Agenda items in court, may be limited to raising only those issues raised by you or on your behalf 
at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council 
at, or prior to the Public Hearing on these matters.  

The time within which judicial review must be sought of the action by the City Council, which acted upon 
any matter appearing on this agenda is governed by the provisions of Section 1094.6 of the California 
Code of Civil Procedure.  

For a copy of City Council Policies and Procedures CP 97-01, please contact the City Clerk’s office (408) 
779-7259, (408) 779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov. 

 

 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk's Office at (408)779-7259, (408)779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov.  Requests 
must be made as early as possible and at least two-full business days before the start of the meeting. 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
MEETING DATE: August 26, 2020 

 
PREPARED BY: Donald Larkin, City Attorney 
APPROVED BY: City Manager 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION RATIFYING PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL 
EMERGENCY DUE TO SANTA CLARA UNIT (SCU) LIGHTNING 
COMPLEX FIRE 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
Adopt resolution ratifying the August 20, 2020 emergency proclamation due to Santa 
Clara Unit (SCU) Lightning Complex Fire and evacuation warnings in the City of Morgan 
Hill. 
 
COUNCIL PRIORITIES, GOALS & STRATEGIES 
Ongoing Priorities 
Enhancing Public Safety 
Preserving and Cultivating Public Trust 
Advancing Regional Initiatives 

 

 
 
REPORT NARRATIVE: 
On Thursday, August 20, 2020, the City Manager/Director of Emergency Services 
proclaimed a local emergency due to the threat from the SCU Lightening Complex Fire 
(Attachment 1 and 2). At that time, portions of the City of Morgan Hill were placed on an 
evacuation warning. On August 23, 2020, the Holiday Lake Estates, Jackson Oaks, and 
Thomas Grade neighborhoods were placed in an evacuation order. 
 
The emergency proclamation allows the City’s emergency operations team to issue 
orders and regulations necessary to protect public health and safety. The proclamation 
also allows the City to seek reimbursement for activities taken in response to the 
emergency. 
 
A local emergency may be declared during conditions of disaster or extreme peril to the 
safety of persons and property within the City. On August 20, 2020 CalFire issued an 
evacuation warning for portions of Morgan Hill on the east side of the City. An 
evacuation warning urges residents to be prepared to evacuate on short notice. 
Residents living in the Holiday Lake Estates, Jackson Oaks, and Thomas Grade 
neighborhoods were urged to evacuate voluntarily due to the limited means of egress 
from the neighborhoods. 
 
On August 23, 2020, CalFire issued an evacuation order for the Holiday Lake Estates, 
Jackson Oaks, and Thomas Grade neighborhoods. The evacuation order required all 
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residents in those areas to leave before 5:00 p.m. The order was prompted by a “red 
flag warning” due to forecasted high winds and additional lightning strikes.  
 
On August 24, the weather conditions improved enough to allow the evacuation orders 
to be downgraded to a warning. Evacuated Morgan Hill residents are allowed to return 
to their homes, but residents in the warning areas should be prepared to evacuate on 
short notice. 
 
The Morgan Hill Police Department has been providing extra patrols in the evacuated 
areas to protect property. Those extra patrols will continue as residents return to their 
homes. The Police Department plans to return to normal operations on Thursday, 
August 27, but is prepared to return to emergency operations if conditions change. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Inform 
City staff is taking extensive action to inform residents about the wildfire threat, including 
door-to-door visits to residents in impacted neighborhoods, frequent e-mail and social 
media updates, operating a hotline, and town hall meetings. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS: 
The Council could decide not to ratify the local emergency proclamation. 
 
FISCAL AND RESOURCE IMPACT:  
The fiscal impact of the local emergency is unknown at this time. Proclamation of a local 
emergency may make the City eligible for emergency funds, but the exact amount of 
funds eligible for reimbursement is unknown at this time. 
 

CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act):   
Not a Project: Continuing administrative or maintenance activities, such as purchases 
for supplies, personnel-related actions, general policy, and procedure making (except 
where the policies and procedures may result in a change to the physical environment). 
 
Specific actions taken under the emergency proclamation may be subject to separate 
CEQA exemptions. No such actions are currently being proposed. In the event any 
actions are taken that could result in a change to the physical environment, those 
actions will be evaluated separately.  
 
LINKS/ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Reso of CC Ratifying Proclamation 
2. Proclamation of Local Emergency by CM--SCU Lightning Complex Fire signed 
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RESOLUTION NO. 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MORGAN HILL RATIFYING THE ACTION OF THE 

DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES PROCLAIMING 

THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY AND 

CONTINUING SUCH EMERGENCY 

  

WHEREAS, Chapter 2.44 of the Morgan Hill Municipal Code provides for a Civil 

Disaster and Emergency Organization; and  

 

WHEREAS, the declared purposes of Chapter 2.44 are to provide for the preparation and 

carrying out of plans for the protection of persons and property within the City of Morgan Hill (the 

"City") in the event of an emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager, as Director of Emergency Services, determined that 

conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property have arisen within the City of 

Morgan Hill caused by the imminent threat of wildland fire, and leading to evacuation warnings 

issued in the City; and 

  

WHEREAS, efforts to prepare for evacuation and/or evacuate parts of the City has or will 

result in the disruption of City programs and services, and may require City facilities to be closed; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, these conditions are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, 

personnel, equipment, and facilities of said City; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 20, 2020, the Director of Emergency Services, pursuant to Morgan 

Hill Municipal Code Section 2.44.070, proclaimed the existence of a local emergency within the 

City; and 

 

WHEREAS, these emergency conditions are expected to continue into the near future. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MORGAN HILL 

DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE, RESOLVE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Recitals. The City Council does hereby find, determine, and resolve that all 

of the foregoing recitals are true and correct. 

 

Section 2. Approval and Authorization. The City Council does further resolve, order, 

and/or direct as follows: 

 

 a. That the Proclamation of existence of a local emergency, as issued by the Director 

  of Emergency Services, is hereby ratified and confirmed as well as all actions,  
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City of Morgan Hill 

Resolution No. 20-XXX 

Page 2 of 3 

 

  including, but not limited to, the entering into of contracts by the City pursuant to  

  the proclamation of local emergency; and 

 

 b. That the local emergency is hereby continued and that during the existence of said 

  local emergency, the powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency  

  Services and the emergency organization of the City shall be those prescribed by  

  state law, ordinances, and resolutions of the City Council and by the City’s  

  Emergency Operations Plan; and 

 

 c. That the Chief Building Official, or his/her designee, continues to be designated  

  as the Local Hazard Mitigation Coordinator of the City for the purpose of   

  assessing damage within the City and consulting with federal/state survey teams  

  regarding hazard mitigation actions; and 

 

 d. That the Emergency Services Coordinator, or his/her designee, continues to be  

  designated as the authorized representative of the City for public and individual  

  assistance of the City of Morgan Hill for the purpose of receipt, processing, and  

  coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain available state  

  and federal assistance. 

 

e. During the local emergency, the City Manager may, at her discretion, waive the 

requirements of the City’s local purchasing ordinances and policies as needed to 

provide emergency services. 

 

Section 3.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption and remain in 

effect until such time as it is terminated by the City Council of the City of Morgan Hill. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of Morgan Hill at a Special Meeting held 

on the 26th day of August 2020 by the following vote: 

 

AYES: COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

NOES: COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

 

 

APPROVED:       ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________     ___________________________ 

RICH CONSTANTINE, Mayor    IRMA TORREZ, City Clerk 
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City of Morgan Hill 

Resolution No. 20-XXX 

Page 3 of 3 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

 

___________________________________ 

Donald A. Larkin, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   CERTIFICATION    

 

I, Irma Torrez, City Clerk of the City of Morgan Hill, California, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No.20-XXX, adopted by the City 

Council at the meeting held on August 26, 2020. 

 

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF MORGAN HILL. 

 

 

DATE: _____________________   ___________________________________ 

      IRMA TORREZ, City Clerk 
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A PROCLAMATION BY THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES  

OF THE CITY OF MORGAN HILL PROCLAIMING 
THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY 

 
WHEREAS, Morgan Hill Municipal Code Chapter 2.44 empowers the City Manager, as 

Director of Emergency Services, to proclaim, subject to ratification by the City Council within 
seven (7) days, the existence or threatened existence of a local emergency when the City of 
Morgan Hill (the "City") is affected or likely to be affected by a public calamity and the City 
Council is not in session; and 
 

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property have 
arisen within the City, caused by the expansion of the CSU Lightning Complex Fire towards the 
City of Morgan Hill, commencing at or about 3:00 p.m. on August 20, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services finds that the aforesaid conditions of 
extreme peril warrant and necessitate the proclamation of the existence of a local emergency.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES DOES HEREBY 
FIND, DETERMINE, RESOLVE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  That the existence of a local emergency is hereby proclaimed; and 
 
Section 2.  That the Chief Building Official, or his/her designee, is designated as the Local  
                  Hazard Mitigation Coordinator of the City of Morgan Hill for the purpose of  
                  assessing damage within the City and consulting with federal/state survey teams  
                  regarding hazard mitigation actions; and 
 
Section 3.  That the Emergency Services Coordinator, or his/her designee, is hereby designated  
                  as the authorized representative of the City of Morgan Hill for public and individual  
                  assistance for the purpose of receipt, processing, and coordination of all inquiries and  
                  requirements necessary to obtain available state and federal assistance; and 
 
Section 4.  This Proclamation shall remain in effect until such time as it is continued or  
                   terminated by the City Council of the City of Morgan Hill. 
 
DATE: ____________________  ______________________________ 

Christina J. Turner 
Director of Emergency Services 

 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 
 
____________________________  _______________________________________ 
Irma Torrez     Donald A. Larkin 
City Clerk     City Attorney 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 5B157568-F9F6-429C-88EB-E72FAD1D214A

8/20/2020

1.b

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

ro
cl

am
at

io
n

 o
f 

L
o

ca
l E

m
er

g
en

cy
 b

y 
C

M
--

S
C

U
 L

ig
h

tn
in

g
 C

o
m

p
le

x 
F

ir
e 

si
g

n
ed

  (
28

45
 :

 R
at

if
y 

E
m

er
g

en
cy

 D
ec

la
ra

ti
o

n
)



 

Special Meeting Agenda 

City Council 

Rich Constantine - Mayor 

Yvonne Martinez Beltran - Mayor Pro Tem 

Larry Carr - Council Member 

John McKay - Council Member 

Rene Spring - Council Member 

 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 2:00 p.m. 
 

Virtual Meeting 

 
 

MEETING GUIDELINES 

In accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and guidance from the California Department of Public 

Health on gatherings, remote public participation is allowed. We will address the Order in the following 

ways:  

Members of the public may NOT physically attend meetings at the Morgan Hill City Council Chamber. 

The City Council Meeting will be live-streamed on Channel 17 and on the City’s website. Those members 
of the public wishing to participate remotely may do so via the electronic meeting at: 
<http://bit.ly/08262020SpecialCCMeeting> or by calling in to: (669) 900-9128, then enter the meeting id: 
825 6657 8032. 

 

Public comment for City Council meetings will be accepted via email to 
ccpubliccomment@morganhill.ca.gov <mailto:ccpubliccomment@morganhill.ca.gov>.  Members of the 
public participating in the electronic meeting wishing to speak may do so during public comment. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

A Special Meeting of the City Council is called at 2:00 p.m. for the purpose of conducting 
a city business. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Constantine 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 

Deputy City Clerk Michelle Bigelow 
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DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

Per Government Code 54954.2 
Deputy City Clerk Michelle Bigelow 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the public are entitled to address the City Council concerning any item within the Morgan Hill 
City Council’s subject matter jurisdiction. Public comments are limited to no more than three minutes. 
Except for certain specific exceptions, the City Council is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. (See additional noticing at the end of this agenda) 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. ADOPT RESOLUTION RATIFYING PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO 
SANTA CLARA UNIT (SCU) LIGHTNING COMPLEX FIRE 

Recommendation: 

Adopt resolution ratifying the August 20, 2020 emergency proclamation due to Santa Clara Unit 
(SCU) Lightning Complex Fire and evacuation warnings in the City of Morgan Hill. 

Estimated Time: 30 Minutes 

FUTURE COUNCIL INITIATED AGENDA ITEMS 

Note: in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a), there shall be no discussion, debate 
and/or action taken on any request other than providing direction to staff to place the matter of business 
on a future agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTICE 

Any documents produced by the City and distributed to the majority of the City Council less than 72 hours 
prior to an open meeting, will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Counter at City 
Hall located at 17575 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA, 95037 and at the Morgan Hill Public Library located 
at 660 West Main Avenue, Morgan Hill, California, 95037 during normal business hours. (Pursuant to 
Government Code 54957.5) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the City Council concerning any item that is 
described in the notice of this meeting, before or during consideration of that item. If you wish to address 
the Council on any issue that is on this agenda, please complete a speaker request card located in the 
foyer of the Council Chambers and deliver it to the Minutes Clerk prior to discussion of the item. You are 
not required to give your name on the speaker card in order to speak to the Council, but it is very helpful. 
When you are called, proceed to the podium and the Mayor will recognize you. If you wish to address the 
City Council on any other item of interest to the public, you may do so during the public comment portion 
of the meeting following the same procedure described above. Please limit your comments to three (3) 
minutes or less.  

Please submit written correspondence to the Minutes Clerk, who will distribute correspondence to the City 
Council.  

Persons interested in proposing an item for the City Council agenda should contact a member of the City 
Council who may plan an item on the agenda for a future City Council meeting. Should your comments 
require Council action, your request may be placed on the next appropriate agenda. Council discussion or 
action may not be taken until your item appears on an agenda. This procedure is in compliance with the 
California Public Meeting Law (Brown Act) Government Code §54950.  

City Council Policies and Procedures (CP 03-01) outlines the procedure for the conduct of public 
hearings. Notice is given, pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, that any challenge of Public 
Hearing Agenda items in court, may be limited to raising only those issues raised by you or on your behalf 
at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council 
at, or prior to the Public Hearing on these matters.  

The time within which judicial review must be sought of the action by the City Council, which acted upon 
any matter appearing on this agenda is governed by the provisions of Section 1094.6 of the California 
Code of Civil Procedure.  

For a copy of City Council Policies and Procedures CP 97-01, please contact the City Clerk’s office (408) 
779-7259, (408) 779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov. 

 

 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk's Office at (408)779-7259, (408)779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov.  Requests 
must be made as early as possible and at least two-full business days before the start of the meeting. 
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