
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

Library, Culture, and Arts Commission 

Amanda Santiago - Commissioner 

Poonam Chabra - Commissioner 

Suman Ganapathy - Chair 

Paul Lake - Commissioner 

Katie Khera - Commissioner 

Emily Borchers - Commissioner 

Patrice Lyn - Vice Chair 

 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 6:00 pm 
 

Virtual Meeting 

 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING GUIDELINES AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

In accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and guidance from the California Department of Public 

Health on gatherings, remote public participation is allowed. Physical meetings will not be in the City 

Council Chamber until further notice.  

Library, Culture, and Arts Commission meetings will be live streamed on Channel 17, on the City’s 
website and on the City’s Facebook page. Those members of the community that would like to participate 
in the meetings remotely may do so by joining the virtual meeting at: https://bit.ly/LCACMeeting or by 
calling in to: (669) 900-9128, then enter the webinar id: 830 4187 3791#. 

Public comment may be provided in the following ways: 

· Join the virtual City Council meeting via the link above, when public comment is opened, raise 

your virtual hand, and be called upon to speak for up to 3 minutes 

· Join the virtual meeting by calling in to the number above, dial *9 to raise your hand and be called 

upon to speak for up to 3 minutes 

· Send public comments in writing to chris.ghione@morganhill.ca.gov  

* Please note that comments made on Facebook are not considered public comment.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 
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DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

Per Government Code 54954.2 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the public are entitled to address the Commission concerning any item within the 
Commission’s subject matter jurisdiction. Public comments are limited to no more than three minutes. 
Except for certain specific exceptions, the Commission is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. (See additional noticing at the end of this agenda) 
 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

REPORTS 
 

1. COUNTY LIBRARY REPORT - JENNIFER WEEKS, COUNTY LIBRARIAN 

2. MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT - HEATHER GEDDES, COMMUNITY LIBRARIAN 

3. FRIENDS OF THE MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT - VICKI READER, FRIENDS 
PRESIDENT 

4. MORGAN HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT - KATHY SULLIVAN, BOARD 
MEMBER 

5. CITY OF MORGAN HILL REPORT (VERBAL) - CHRIS GHIONE, PUBLIC SERVICES 
DIRECTOR 

BUSINESS 
 

6. APPROVE THE MAY 4, 2021 MEETING MINUTES 

Recommendation: 

Approve Minutes. 

 

7. WORK PLAN UPDATES AND DEVELOPMENT 

Recommendation: 

1. Commissioners to provide updates on Work Plan items. 
2. Commissioners to begin developing for FY 2021-22 Work Plan. 

 

8. DISCUSSION ON COMMISSIONER WORK ON INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

9. DISCUSSION ON COMMISSIONER WORK ON UTILITY BOX PROGRAM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FUTURE COMMISSION AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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NOTICE 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body less than 
72 hours prior to an open session, will be made available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk at 
Morgan Hill City Hall located at 17575 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA, 95037 at the same time that the public 
records are distributed or made available to the legislative body. (Pursuant to Government Code 54957.5) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission concerning any item that is described in 
the notice of this meeting, before or during consideration of that item. If you wish to address the Commission on 
any issue that is on this agenda, please complete a speaker request card located in the foyer of the 
Commission Chambers, and deliver it to the Minutes Clerk prior to discussion of the item. You are not required 
to give your name on the speaker card in order to speak to the Commission, but it is very helpful. When you are 
called, proceed to the podium and the Mayor will recognize you. If you wish to address the Commission on any 
other item of interest to the public, you may do so during the public comment portion of the meeting following 
the same procedure described above. Please limit your comments to three (3) minutes or less.  
  
Please submit written correspondence to the Minutes Clerk, who will distribute correspondence to the 
Commission.  
  
Persons interested in proposing an item for the Commission agenda should contact a member of the 
Commission who may plan an item on the agenda for a future Commission meeting. Should your comments 
require Commission action, your request may be placed on the next appropriate agenda. Commission 
discussion or action may not be taken until your item appears on an agenda. This procedure is in compliance 
with the California Public Meeting Law (Brown Act) Government Code §54950.  
  
City Council Policies and Procedures (CP 03-01) outlines the procedure for the conduct of public hearings. 
Notice is given, pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, that any challenge of Public Hearing Agenda 
items in court, may be limited to raising only those issues raised by you or on your behalf at the Public Hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Commission at, or prior to the Public 
Hearing on these matters.  
  
The time within which judicial review must be sought of the action by the Commission, which acted upon any 
matter appearing on this agenda is governed by the provisions of Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure.  
  
For a copy of Commission Policies and Procedures CP 97-01, please contact the City Clerk’s office (408) 
779-7259, (408) 779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov. 

 

 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk's 
Office at (408)779-7259, (408)779-3117 (fax) or by email cityclerk@morganhill.ca.gov.  Requests must be 
made as early as possible and at least two-full business days before the start of the meeting. 

 



   

Serving the unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County and the cities of Campbell | Cupertino | Gilroy | Los Altos | Los Altos Hills | Milpitas | Monte Sereno | 
Morgan Hill | Saratoga   

   

June 2021  

Library Stakeholder Report   

Jennifer Weeks, County Librarian   

   

   

Summer Reading Program—Reading Colors Your World 

It is time to register yourself and each of 
your family members for the annual 
Summer Reading Program 2021—Reading 
Colors Your World. Reading helps all 
expand their world through kindness, 
growth, and community.  

Register at sccld.org/summer2021 and 
log your books from June 1 through July 
30, 2021. 

This summer will be filled with fun virtual 
programs for adults, teens and kids 
including animal visits, guest speakers, book clubs, magic shows, storytimes, STEAM, LEGO, and 
more! 

Earn a reward by signing up, reading five books and completing one activity. Register and track your 
books with Beanstack online, or download the free Beanstack App to track your reading on the go. If 
you participated last year, signing up is as easy as clicking a button. 

Getting all of your books for Summer Reading 2021 is easy with our Community Libraries and the 
Campbell Express Library open to the public for full browsing! Come in during open hours and pick up 
books, magazines, comics, and more to count towards your reading goals. And for our virtual library 
fans, sccld.org is available 24/7 and don’t forget, online reading counts too! 

Sign up at sccld.org/summer2021 and Happy Reading! 

 

New Health Order = Expanded Access at SCCLD 

On May 19, Santa Clara County moved to the Yellow Tier based on 
the State Blueprint for a Safer Economy. This has allowed SCCLD to 
lift our COVID-19 imposed safety occupancy limits as well as visitor 
time limits. Patrons are welcome to visit our library locations anytime 
during open hours to browse our full collection, use the public 
computers and printers for up to three hours, utilize library resources 
and services, and reserve a small or medium meeting room at the 
Cupertino, Gilroy, Milpitas or Saratoga Library.  

SCCLD has completed one full year of in-person library services 
since we began offering curbside service in June 2020.  
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https://sccld.org/summer2021
https://sccl.beanstack.org/reader365
https://sccld.org/summer2021
https://covid19.sccgov.org/public-health-orders


   

Serving the unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County and the cities of Campbell | Cupertino | Gilroy | Los Altos | Los Altos Hills | Milpitas | Monte Sereno | 
Morgan Hill | Saratoga   

   

 

Our libraries are open to the public with the following schedule (as of May 26): 

 Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 

Campbell 
Express Library 

10am-
9pm 

10am-
9pm 

10am-
9pm 

10am-
9pm 

10am-
6pm 

10am-
6pm 

Closed 

Cupertino 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Gilroy 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Los Altos 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Milpitas 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Morgan Hill 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Saratoga 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm 1pm-6pm Closed 

Woodland Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 

 

Social distancing protocols including maintaining a 6-ft distance from others and wearing a face 
covering remain in place for all library visits until the health order mandate is no longer required.  

SCCLD will continue to modify library services based on the health order guidelines, as well as 
available staffing levels. The happy return of Disaster Service Workers in June or July will allow us to 
expand hours and open up Woodland Library later this Summer. We will keep you informed on next 
steps. 

 

Tell Us How We’re Doing 

During the pandemic, SCCLD modified and adapted 
many of the resources and services to safely and 
efficiently serve our communities. To inform our 
future plans, we want to hear from our patrons.  

From May 24 - June 30, SCCLD is asking our 
patrons to provide feedback on which library 
resources and services were most important to 
them during the pandemic, and which they would be 
likely to use post-pandemic.  

The survey is online and should take less than 10 
minutes to complete. We hope to gain direct 

feedback from our communities to help advise our future plans. 

The survey can be found on our website. 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VXRD3QF
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VXRD3QF


   

Serving the unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County and the cities of Campbell | Cupertino | Gilroy | Los Altos | Los Altos Hills | Milpitas | Monte Sereno | 
Morgan Hill | Saratoga   

   

Campbell Express Library is 
Open! 

The Campbell Library staff have been hard 
at work and opened the new Campbell 
Express Library, conveniently located in 1 
W. Campbell Avenue, Building E, Room 
46. It is next to the Orchard City Banquet 
Hall in the Campbell Community Center.  
 
This bright, cheerful facility with a park-like 
setting offers Campbell patrons expanded 
hours Monday-Thursday 10am-9pm and 
Friday-Saturday from 10am-6pm. Visitors 
can pick up holds, browse a limited 
collection, and use the public computer and printer. Items can be returned through a book drop at the 
entrance. Contactless curbside service is not available at the Express Library but is available at the 
other SCCLD community libraries. Patrons are invited to visit the Cupertino, Saratoga or any 
other SCCLD library for additional services. 
 

 
 

 
Save the Date 

The next JPA Board Meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
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https://sccld.org/campbell-renovation/
https://sccld.org/campbell-renovation/
https://sccld.org/campbell-renovation/
https://sccld.org/curbside/
https://sccld.org/locations/CU/
https://sccld.org/locations/SA/
https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/locations


Morgan Hill Library
June 2021
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Statistics

 Virtual Programs: 29

 Attendance: 1,263

 All April Checkouts: 34,993

 In-Person Checkouts: 25,663

 Visitors: 4,725

 New Cards: 102

2
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1000 Books 
Before Six

 Research has shown that 90% of a child’s brain develops in the 
first five years of life

 Research on the benefits of reading to young children conducted 
by Australia’s Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social 
Research in 2013 not only proved a link between how often a child 
is read to and his or her development but also the benefits 
received through daily reading.

"When our son was 4 he wasn't talking that 
much and now he is talking so much more, I 
think this program really made an 
impact. Thank you so much, he was so 
excited to get his prize"

2

Packet Pg. 9

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
M

o
rg

an
 H

ill
 L

ib
ra

ry
 R

ep
o

rt
 -

 H
ea

th
er

 G
ed

d
es

, C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

L
ib

ra
ri

an



Spotlight on 
Playaways

Many different ways to enjoy your library with Playaway.

Audiobook

Launchpad

Playaway View

2
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Reading Colors 
Your World

Art Activity Kits 
for kids

Morgan Hill Library

Weekly Activity 
Kits for Teens

Activity Kit for 
Adults

2
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Upcoming 
Programs

 Weds June 2, 3pm SRC 2021: Animals of the Rainforest

 Weds June 2, 6pm SRC 2021: Virtual Trivia Night for Adults

 Weds June 9, 3pm SRC 2021: Magic Show

 Thurs June 10, 4pm Virtual Walt Disney Family Museum Tour for Teens

 Sat June 12, 11am Living a Life of Luxury in the Last Days of Pompeii

 Tues June 15, 5pm College Day – Essays with a UC Focus

 Weds June 16, 1pm How to Help Your High School Children Prepare for 
the Future

 Weds June 16, 3pm SRC 2021: Tale of a Dragon’s Tail Puppet Show

 Thurs June 17, 1pm How to Help Your Middle School Children Prepare 
for the Future

 Tues June 22, 6pm SRC 2021: Beginning Watercolor for Adults

 Weds June 23, 3pm SRC 2021: Xtreme Science Magic

 Thurs June 24, 4pm Manga Show and Tell for Teens

2
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Morgan Hill Historical Society 

Preserving and sharing the history of Morgan Hill, and its environs, to inspire a sense of community. 
	

17860 Monterey Road 
P.O. Box 1258, Morgan Hill, CA  95038-1258 

408-779-5755  |  Tax ID: 94-2562450 
www.morganhillhistoricalsociety.org 

	
	

Morgan Hill Historical Society LCAC Report 

May 26, 2021  

Submitted by Kathy Sullivan, Director and MarCom Chair 

 
OPENING FOR VILLA MIRA MONTE (VMM) 
Volunteers are being trained and scheduled for the June 19th opening of VMM. During the hours of 
10:00am to 1:00pm both the Hiram Morgan Hill House and the Morgan Hill Museum will be open 
for visitor tours on Saturdays. Santa Clara County COVID-19 Protocols are updated, posted and 
will be enforced. Events and rental requests are being evaluated per COVID Protocols. As we are 
able to schedule more docent volunteers, we will add Fridays back into the tour schedule.   
 
VMM MAINTENANCE WORK  
Work continues on the projects to utilize the remaining City’s Park Maintenance Funds.  
 
NATIVE GARDEN AT VMM 
MHHS received a $1,000 check from the South Valley Fleurs Garden Club for their EduGrow 
Planting-to-Learn Grant. Work on the expansion of this educational resource will begin this 
summer. 
 
EVENT PLANNING – Find details on our website as they become available. 
• September 11th a 50th Anniversary Celebration will take place at VMM.  
• September 12th the first “History Makers” documentary celebrating the 50-year history of the 

MHHS will be shown at the Morgan Hill Playhouse. 
• October 2nd is the date for the Mariachi Youth Competition and Picnic at VMM.  
• October 30th  & 31st Dia De Los Muertos outdoor altars will be setup at VMM.  
• December is planned for the 2021 virtual premiere of the “Stories from the Past” documentary. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & SOCIAL MEDIA 
• The next issue of gmhTODAY will have another local history story submitted by MHHS. 
• Check out our website for books on local history.  
 
BLACK HISTORY PROJECT 
Commissioner Lyn, Kathy Sullivan and Robin Shepherd met for a planning session to establish 
guidelines and set expectations for the project. The first step is to identify local resources to assist 
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2	

with the project. The history of Black Americans in our area is not well documented and it will take 
time and considerable research to uncover their stories. We look forward to adding this history to 
our archives and sharing the “stories” through our various social media platforms. 
 
JOINT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
The first MHHS and Edward Boss Prado Foundation joint scholarship program was very successful. 
There were twelve applicants and three $2,000 scholarships were awarded during a small ceremony 
on May 15th at Villa Mira Monte. We look forward to expanding the offerings next year. 
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DRAFT 

 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Library, Culture, and Arts Commission 

 
Amanda Santiago - Commissioner 

Poonam Chabra - Chair 

Suman Ganapathy - Vice Chair 

Paul Lake - Commissioner 

Katie Khera - Commissioner 

Emily Borchers - Commissioner 

Patrice Lyn - Commissioner 

 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 6:00 pm 
 

Virtual Meeting 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING GUIDELINES AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

In accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and guidance from the California Department of Public 

Health on gatherings, remote public participation is allowed. Physical meetings will not be in the City 

Council Chamber until further notice.  

Library, Culture, and Arts Commission meetings will be live streamed on Channel 17, on the City’s 
website and on the City’s Facebook page. Those members of the community that would like to participate 
in the meetings remotely may do so by joining the virtual meeting at: <https://bit.ly/LCACMeeting> or by 
calling in to: (669) 900-9128, then enter the webinar id: 830 4187 3791#. 

Public comment may be provided in the following ways: 

· Join the virtual City Council meeting via the link above, when public comment is opened, raise 

your virtual hand, and be called upon to speak for up to 3 minutes 

· Join the virtual meeting by calling in to the number above, dial *9 to raise your hand and be called 

upon to speak for up to 3 minutes 

· Send public comments in writing to chris.ghione@morganhill.ca.gov 
<mailto:chris.ghione@morganhill.ca.gov>  

* Please note that comments made on Facebook are not considered public comment.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
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ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 
 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Amanda Santiago Commissioner Present  

Poonam Chabra Chair Present  

Suman Ganapathy Vice Chair Present  

Paul Lake Commissioner Absent  

Katie Khera Commissioner Present  

Emily Borchers Commissioner Absent  

Patrice Lyn Commissioner Present  
 

DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

Per Government Code 54954.2 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

REPORTS 
 

1. COUNTY LIBRARY REPORT - JENNIFER WEEKS, COUNTY LIBRARIAN 

Provided by Jennifer Weeks. 

2. MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT - HEATHER GEDDES 

Provided by Heather Geddes. 

3. FRIENDS OF THE MORGAN HILL LIBRARY REPORT - VICKI READER, FRIENDS 
PRESIDENT 

Verbal update provided by Heather Geddes. 

4. MORGAN HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT - KATHY SULLIVAN, BOARD 
MEMBER 

Written report only. 

5. CITY OF MORGAN HILL REPORT - CHRIS GHIONE, PUBLIC SERVICES DIRECTOR 

Provided by Chris Ghione. 

BUSINESS 
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6. APPROVE THE APRIL 6, 2021 MEETING MINUTES 

Recommendation: 

Approve Minutes. 

 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Suman Ganapathy, Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Katie Khera, Commissioner 

AYES: Santiago, Chabra, Ganapathy, Khera, Lyn 

ABSENT: Lake, Borchers 

 

7. SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Recommendation: 

Select Chair and Vice Chair. 
 

Motion to Approve Suman Ganapathy as Chair and Patrice Lyn as Vice Chair. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Katie Khera, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Amanda Santiago, Commissioner 

AYES: Santiago, Chabra, Ganapathy, Khera, Lyn 

ABSENT: Lake, Borchers 

 

8. USE OF ONE-TIME ART FUNDS 

Recommendation: 

Provide a recommendation to the City Council on the use of one-time art funds. 
 

Motion to approve staff recommendation. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Katie Khera, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Suman Ganapathy, Vice Chair 

AYES: Santiago, Chabra, Ganapathy, Khera, Lyn 

ABSENT: Lake, Borchers 

 

9. WORK PLAN UPDATES AND DEVELOPMENT 

Recommendation: 

1. Commissioners to provide updates on Work Plan items. 
2. Commissioners to begin planning for FY 2021-22 Work Plan. 

 
Provided updates. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

6

Packet Pg. 17

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
M

ay
 4

, 2
02

1 
6:

00
 P

M
  (

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S
)



FUTURE COMMISSION AGENDA ITEMS: 

SVCT Update at Future Meeting. 

MB Public Art for Building 

Utility Box Art Program 

Library Naming Update 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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LIBRARY, CULTURE, AND ARTS COMMISSION STAFF 
REPORT 
MEETING DATE: June 1, 2021 

 
PREPARED BY: Chris Ghione, Public Services Director 
APPROVED BY: Chris Ghione, Public Services Director 
 

WORK PLAN UPDATES AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 

1. Commissioners to provide updates on Work Plan items. 
2. Commissioners to begin developing for FY 2021-22 Work Plan. 

 
 

REPORT NARRATIVE: 
This item is intended to allow commissioners to discuss progress on the items outlined 
within the Fiscal Year 2020/21 Work Plan. The Work Plan was approved by the City 
Council on November 4, 2020.  
 
It is also time to begin updating the Work Plan for Fiscal Year 2021/22. The 
Commission should plan on preparing and completing a draft Work Plan for submission 
to the City Council. If the draft Work Plan is completed by the July Commission meeting 
it will be submitted to the City Council for review in August. 
 
LINKS/ATTACHMENTS: 
1. LCAC 2020-2021 Workplan Final 

7

Packet Pg. 19



Library, Culture & Arts Commission 

FY 2020-2021 Work Plan 
Approved by City Council 11.4.20 
 
Overall Mission: To assist the City Council in accomplishing its goals by fostering an environment conducive to and supportive of the arts, 
culture, and life-long learning in Morgan Hill, working with existing community groups to promote resources, and facilitate partnerships. 

 
Project Area City Council 

Goal Supported 
Staff Resources 

Required 
Specific Task /  
Commissioners Assigned 

Community Outreach Supporting our Youth, 
Seniors and Entire 
Community 
 
Enhancing Diversity and 
Inclusiveness 
 
Community Engagement 
and Messaging 

PS Director 
(minimal) 
 
CS Supervisor 
(Moderate) 
 
 

(1) Participate with other groups to support community 
outreach and support arts and culture in the community 
(including Valle del Sur, El Toro Arts, SV Creates, Poppy 
Jasper Film Festival, Morgan Hill Diwali Festival, Coyote 
Creek Music Festival, Morgan Hill Art School, DTA Wine 
Art and Music Stroll, SJMA Let’s Look at Art, Movimiento 
de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana)  
(All) 
(2) Explore development of a calendar relating to library, 
culture and arts events (Khera/Thompson)  
(3) Explore opportunities for art programming in 
conjunction with the new Morgan Hill Magical Bridge 
Playground. (Khera/Thompson/Chabra) 
(4) Review City Commission website for opportunities for 
improvement and explore use of social media for promotion of 
Commission initiatives (Khera//Chabra/Borchers) 
(5) Explore opportunities for youth engagement in the arts 
(Khera) 
(6) Develop outreach program to the Latinx community 
through art programming (Lake/Lyn) 
(7) Develop open art studio program (physical or virtual) 
(Lake/Ganapathy/Borchers/Lyn) 
 

 

Art and Culture Events 
 
 

Supporting our Youth, 
Seniors and Entire 
Community 
 
Enhancing Diversity and 
Inclusiveness 

PS Director 
(minimal) 
CS Coordinator 
(minimal) 
CS Supervisor 
(minimal) 
 

(1) Facilitate the Art a la Carte event (Lake/Chabra are 
the leads/all members will support) 
(2) Explore opportunity to partner with artists on a 
children’s art show (Khera/Chabra) 
(3) Evaluate the opportunity to create an international 
festival utilizing entertainment and food from various 
cultures (All) 
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Project Area City Council 
Goal Supported 

Staff Resources 
Required 

Specific Task /  
Commissioners Assigned 

Permanent and 
Proposed Public Art 
 
 

Supporting our Youth, 
Seniors and Entire 
Community 
 
Preserving Our Cultural 
Heritage 

PS Director 
(minimal) 
 
Maintenance 
Coordinator 
(minimal) 
 

(1) Partner with local Artists to display their work. 
Review the possibility of implementing a utility box art 
program or other programs (doors, walls, etc.)  
(Ganapathy/Thompson/Chabra/Borchers/Lyn) 
(2) Form subcommittees as needed to support specific 
art requests that come forward (All) 
(3) Review art inventory and complete updates to 
historical items list (Borchers/Lyn) 
(4) Explore the options and feasibility of creating an 
artist registry (Ganapathy//Khera/Borchers/Lyn) 
(5) Develop google map of existing public art 
(Borchers) 
 

 

Library Outreach and 
Support 
 
 

Supporting our Youth, 
Seniors and Entire 
Community 
 
Enhancing Diversity and 
Inclusiveness 

Library Staff 
(moderate) 
 

(1) Support Library outreach and advocacy as needed (All) 
(2) Coordinate Commissioner’s Corner in Library to provide book 
recommendations (Khera/Ganapathy/Lyn) 
(3) Participate in annual Library Commissioners Forum (All) 
(4) Support incorporation of Children’s art into the Library 
(Lake/Chabra/Lyn) 
(5) Explore other opportunities for Library art contests in other 
media (examples: poetry, photography, literature) 
(Ganapathy/Borchers/Lyn) 

Support of Historical 
Resources  

Preserving our Cultural 
Heritage 

PS Director 
(minimal) 
 
 
 
 

(1) Explore opportunities for the Commission to support the Morgan 
Hill Historical Society partnership (Ganapathy/Lyn) 
(2) Support outreach and advocacy for the Historical Society as 
needed (All) 

 

Staff Resources Required:  
0-30 hours: Minimal; 31-60 hours: Moderate;  60+ hours: Significant 
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LCAC MORGAN HILL

ART & INSPIRATION PHASE 2

UTILIT Y BOX ART DESIGNS SUBMITTED

9
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1. Design by Artist – Patty Curtis

Positive saying: ‘Where flowers 
bloom, so does hope’ OR ‘All the 
flowers of all the tomorrows are in 
the seeds of today.’

Description: A full display of roses 
in every shape and form. A garden 
of pink, red and white roses.

A face of a woman with roses for 
hair.

Sponsor: possibly ‘Stems’ of 
Morgan Hill.

9
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Proposed design template for the 
main utility box.
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Proposed design template for the 
skinny box
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2. Design by Artist – Patty Curtis

Positive saying: ‘Community Support - Our Morgan 
Hill Family’

Description: During the last 1.5 years this 
community has come through for us in a big way. 4 
different fundraisers to help with Sam’s recovery. 

Dinners left on our doorstep. Construction of a 
new bathroom supporting Sam’s needs and many 

other things we have needed for him. 

This box would depict a huge gratefulness to the 
family we call Morgan Hill. Feb 2020.
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A rough 
representation of the 
design of the main 
utility box – painted art 
in the preceding slide. 

Design of the slim box 
in the next slide.
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3. Artist: Lina Velasquez

Positive Message: ‘Positive 

Thinking can achieve the 

Impossible’

Description: A woman painted 

black-and-white with (beautiful 

and colorful) positive thoughts 

help her achieve the 

impossible. 

9

Packet Pg. 29

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
D

is
cu

ss
io

n
 o

n
 C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
er

 W
o

rk
 o

n
 U

ti
lit

y 
B

o
x 

P
ro

g
ra

m
  (

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S
)



The design template for 
the large utility box
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Detail from the design
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4. Artist: Jann Griffiths

Positive saying: Swi against 
the current

Description: Unlike most fish, 
Koi have the ability to swim 
upstream, successfully going 
against the flow, defying 
expectations. Thus they 
represent courage and 
determination against 
adversity. Evoking images of 
energy, power and courage, 
Koi symbolize overcoming 
life’s difficulties and 
achieving ultimate success.
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5. Artist: Beau Thomas

Positive saying: Find peace within nature –
Nature is the greatest place to heal and 
recharge

Description: Our vast history of intimate 
involvement with deer since prehistoric times 
has created a rich seam of myths and symbols 
that furnish our imagination. Thus, we find 
deer symbolism, myths, and legends 
associated with the deer as objects of hunts, 
fertility and even symbols of good luck. 
Morgan Hill used to be home to six species of 
deer: mule deer, Rocky Mountain deer, feral 
mule deer, southern mule deer, Columbian 
black-tailed deer, and a cross between a 
black-tailed and a mule deer. Unfortunately, 
these majestic creatures do not inhabit the 
beautiful landscape of Morgan Hill like they 
once did. By embracing the history of Morgan 
Hill and painting a tribute to the natural 
wildlife, this utility box will bring both beauty 
and luck to this wonderful community. The 
inspirational messages encourage passersby 
to seek peace and healing within some of our 
town’s beautiful parks. 
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6. Artist: Kelsey Rae Thomas

Positive message: Equality is a human 
right

Description: This abstract piece is inspired 
by the hardworking womwn in my life –
my three older sisters and my mother. The 
cohesive purples throughout this project 
is a represenatation of the powerful 
women who wore the color purple to 
send the message of unity at the 
inauguration. Purple is also my mother’s 
and older sister’s favorite color. The 
women in my life have supported  and 
encouraged me to speak up for ourselves 
as well as others, as demonstrated 
through my artistic practice. My purpose 
is an important part of a continuous 
dialogue that invites the viewer into a 
narrative around gender equity and unity.
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7. Artist: Sheryl Cathers

Positive message: ‘Love is all 
you need, all you need is 
love’

Description: Picture of a 
banner with quotes.  Colored 
heart-shaped balloons 
floating upwards. 
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8. Artist: Sheryl Cathers

Positive message: 
Dream, imagine, create, 
inspire

Description: art, music 
and dance symbols with 
inspirational words 
across the top.
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